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Abbey Division of Westminster, and Mr. Churchill
stood as an Independent Anti-Socialist. Though an
ofHcial Conservative was in the field, his candidature
was supported by a considerable body of influential
Conservatives, including Lord Balfour, Lord Birken-
head, Austen Chamberlain, and Lord Rothermere's
publicity no less than his heir. The contest was
enlivened by a galaxy of fashionable, sporting, and
theatrical participants ; and the finish was extremely
close. Indeed, at one time Mr. Churchill was thought
to be in by a hundred votes. He was out by forty,
though. But this time defeat brought him appreci-
ably nearer to success. For Conservatives acclaimed
. him as a fighting advocate, and he reciprocated by
a public offer of co-operation and a modified accept-
ance of applied Protection. His ship was nearing
port; and that autumn, when he contested Epping
at the General Election, he fought as a Constitu-
tionalist (a vagtie denomination carrying the some-
what sweeping impUcation that King, Lords, and
Commons were in equal danger from his blameless
Liberal and Labour rivals). There was no rival
Conservative, and he was duly elected to the House
of Commons once again, o

But the General Election" of 1924 brought Mr.
Churchill mfore than re-election. For when Mr. Bald-
win formed Jus, new Government, the ban on average
intelligence was raised. True, Sir William Joynson-
Hicks became Home Secretary and Mr. Neville
Chamberlain reverted to the Ministry of Health.
But Austen Chamberlain went to the Foreign Office,
Lord Birkenhead to the India Office, and Winston